Portland State University

PDXScholar
University Studies Faculty Publications and
Presentations

University Studies

6-2019

Gathering Space, Building Community: Cultural
Resource Centers in Higher Education
Cynthia Carmina Gomez
Portland State University, gomezc@pdx.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/studies_fac
Part of the Higher Education Commons

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Citation Details
Gómez, C. "Gathering Space, Building Community: Cultural Resource Centers in Higher Education."
Presented to California Council on Cultural Centers in Higher Education 25th Annual Summer Conference:
Reflection, Resilience, Restoration, California State University, Sacramento, June 2019.

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access. It has been accepted for inclusion in University
Studies Faculty Publications and Presentations by an authorized administrator of PDXScholar. Please contact us if
we can make this document more accessible: pdxscholar@pdx.edu.

Gathering Space,
Building Community
Cultural Resource Centers
Portland State University

Cynthia Carmina Gómez
Executive Director,
Cultural Resource Centers
Portland State University

Stacie Taniguchi
Assistant Director,
Cultural Resource Centers
Portland State University

Reconocimiento
Hoy agradezco la gente Indígena de estas tierras. En reconociendo
estas comunidades, honramos su memoria , sus vidas y sus
descendientes. También recordamos que somos huéspedes de esta
tierra y debemos hacer nuestro mejor esfuerzo para no olvidar nunca
sus habitantes originales.
Por último, me gustaría reconocer que los territorios de Oregón
compartían una frontera con México antes de que se firmó el tratado
de Guadalupe Hidalgo en 1848. Desde antes de que se establecieron
nuestros países, nuestra gente ha estado presente en esta tierra
conservando nuestras culturas, lenguas y tradiciones. No cruzamos la
frontera. La frontera nos cruzó.

Borders

The Oregon territories shared a border with Mexico before the signing
of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848. Since before our countries
were established, our people have been present on this land
conserving our cultures, languages, and traditions.
We did not cross the border. The border crossed us.

PSU’s Land Acknowledgement
Portland State University is located near the heart of downtown
Portland, Oregon in Multnomah County.
We honor the Indigenous people whose traditional and ancestral
homelands we stand on, the Multnomah, Kathlamet, Clackamas,
Tumwater, Watlala bands of the Chinook, the Tualatin Kalapuya and
many other Indigenous nations of the Columbia River.
In remembering these communities, we honor their legacy, their lives,
and their descendants.It is important to acknowledge the ancestors of
this place and to recognize that we are here because of the sacrifices
forced upon them.

Portland State University
Public, urban campus (27,000+)
Access institution
Predominantly White Institution
Non-Traditional
•
•
•
•

1,500+ Student Veterans
24% Student parents (undergrad/grad)
26: Average undergraduate age
40.4% Part-time students

Sentir y Pensar

Contemplation
Reflection
Intellect

Sentir y Pensar
Activity:
Turn to the person (share
name/pronoun/institution) next to you and
take turns responding to the prompt.
Do this twice.

Sentir y Pensar
Prompt:

My campus needs cultural
centers because...

PSU President
Global Diversity & Inclusion
Diversity & Multicultural Student Services

Cultural Resource Centers
●
●
●
●
●
●

Multicultural Student Center (MCC)
La Casa Latina Student Center (LCL)
Native American Student and Community Center (NASCC)
Pacific Islander, Asian, & Asian American Student Center (PIAAA)
Pan-African Commons (PAC)
Middle East, North Africa, South Asia Initiative (MENASA)

Mission Statement
The Cultural Resource Centers create a
student-centered inclusive environment that
enriches the university experience.
We value diversity, social justice, cultural
traditions, student identities, success and
leadership.

Resources
Student Leadership Opportunities
Events and Activities
Computer Labs
Lounge Areas
Kitchen Appliances
Board Games/Libraries

Learning Goals
•
•
•
•
•

Leadership
Intercultural Communication
Identity Development
Social Justice

Sentir y Pensar
Prompt:

Our students need cultural
centers because...

Politically Active Campus.

Our Student Centers

Multicultural Student Center

Multicultural Student Center
Opened in 1993 after The United Students Coalition
demanded a space for students of color at PSU
We are currently located on the 2nd floor of the
student union in a space that was formerly a
faculty/staff restaurant

La Casa Latina Student Center

La Casa Latina Student Center
On October 4, 2010 President Wim Wiewel launched
a new initiative to recruit, support, and graduate
more Latino students.
The initiative was called Exito, or success.
One of the recommended steps towards providing
more support for Latino students was to open a new
Latino cultural center

Native American Student &
Community Center

Native American Student &
Community Center
Completed in 2003, the NASCC was the result of
dedicated Native American elders, community
members, leaders, PSU alumni, staff, and faculty.
This center operates as a stand alone building that
generates its own revenue through event reservations.

Pan-African Commons

Pacific Islander, Asian, and
Asian-American Student Center

Pan-African Commons & Pacific Islander,
Asian, and Asian American Student Center
Both opened in 2016, PAC and PIAAA grew from the 2015
Student of Color Speak Out.
In 2015, the introduction of armed police to campus served as
a tipping point of frustration as it came at a time when
nationwide police brutality of people of color was frequently
in the news. Students of color expressed they were at odds
with the interests of campus administration.
At the Speak Out, students shared a list of demands, including
the creation of two new student centers.

Student of Color Speak Out

Middle East, North Africa, South Asia
(MENASA) Initiative

MENASA Initiative
First included in the 2016 Cultural Resource Centers strategic
plan, the Middle Eastern, North African, South Asia (MENASA)
Initiative aims to provide more resources for the MENASA
student community.
Funding for a full time Program Coordinator, student staff,
and programming dollars has been allocated.
We currently have a request to the university for space. We
expect challenges as our suite of services is located in the
student union which also houses revenue generating
operations.

Funding Structure
Tuition Funds 25%
Student Incidental Fees 75%
Grant funds for special projects
Native Center Auxiliary

Challenges & Opportunities
Daily Operations
Program Coordinators are Center
Managers
Transitions of Senior Leader
& POC Staff
University Re-orgs

Challenges & Opportunities
Active & Robust Student Interest
Physical Location & Catering Services
Hybrid spaces
Assessment - Measuring impact?

Sentir y Pensar
Prompt:

I work at cultural centers
because...

Agradecimiento y Preguntas
Gratitude & Questions

